The album

Nebula

« As ever, graced with Himiko’s intense presence, drawing the
listener into uncharted vocal territory »
- Le Monde

1. Chess
2. Pearl Diver
3. Robot
4. Nebula
5. A Sigh
6. Pretty Heels
7. I Don’t Want Out
8. No Witness
9. Heavy Swell
10. Souvenir

HIMIKO is a band formed by Himiko Paganotti and Emmanuel Borghi.
Their music exists across a range of diverse idioms, encompassing
pop, electro and jazz but never sticking to any one particular style,
drawing inspiration from a movie, an image, a word, a feeling, and
bringing them together to create a complex, magical musical world.

“Simple yet complex pop songs…”
- Les Inrocks

Their « ambitious, bewitching music » has drawn comparisons to
Portishead’s « psychedelic and sinuous soul », and its brooding
atmospheres to Tim Burton’s movies. Kate Bush, Laurie Anderson,
Björk, Peter Gabriel, Annie Lennox, Yoko Ono, Nina Hagen, David
Bowie and even Grace Jones have variously been cited to describe
their sound.
When performing live, Himiko draw on the talents of extra musicians,
including Gabriel Dilasser (bass), Maxime Bedot (bass), Constance
Amiot (guitarist and vocalist) and special guest Nguyen Lê, who
plays on the album Nebula. Antoine Paganotti (drums) and Bernard
Paganotti (bass) have formed the band’s regular rhythm section since
the recording of the second album, Namekuji.

Himiko PAGANOTTI
Vocals, composition

Born in France to an Italian-Spanish father and a Japanese mother - her father is
the bass player Bernard Paganotti and her mother, the painter Naoko Paganotti.She
studied classical dancing from her childhood, and began singing in her teenage
years.
Her first experience was as backing vocalist with the Senegalese band Touré Touré.
She subsequently joined the pop/rock-influenced group Monkey Toon, her first
project as lead singer, and also as budding songwriter.
She has worked with a wide range of artists (Touré Kunda, Sixun, Patrick Gauthier,
13NRV, Juan Rozoff, Régis Ceccarelli, Coco Mbassi, Céline Bonacina…) and was a
member of the band Magma for seven years.
After leaving Magma, she embarked on the Paghistree project, an electro-pop
duo with pianist Emmanuel Borghi. The project evolved into a trio, Slug, with the
addition of John Trap, resulting in two albums.
Her recent work as vocalist includes collaborations with the likes of Nguyen Lê,
Sophia Domancich, John Greaves, Michael Mantler, Henri Texier...
2014 saw the inception of the HIMIKO band – an intensely personal musical world,
drawing on her talents as composer, lyricist and singer, once again in tandem with
Emmanuel Borghi.

Emmanuel BORGHI
Keyboards, composition

He began his career in the Eighties in drummer Simon Goubert’s sextet.
Between 1987 and 2008 he worked with Christian Vander in most of his projects
(Magma, Offering, Christian Vander Trio…).
During that period, he also worked as sideman with many French and international
jazz musicians (Steve Grossman, Stafford James, Peter King and Sarah Lazarus to
name a few).
In 1996, he moved to Mâcon and joined Collectif Mu, then formed the band One Shot
with Philippe Bussonnet, Daniel Jeand’heur and James MacGaw.
In 2002, he joined saxophonist Gaël Horellou’s electro-jazz fusion band NHX.
Following his departure from Magma, he formed Paghistree, an electro-pop duo
with singer Himiko Paganotti.
In parallel to all of the above, he collaborated with a wide range of jazz musicians
and bands, expanding his own musical vision as a result.
With the addition of John Trap, Paghistree morphed into a new trio project, Slug,
which made two albums.
In 2014, the band HIMIKO came into being, a duo with Himiko Paganotti, for which
they write together - an intensely personal and unique musical world.

A tribute to Alain Bashung

An intimate French aside with their cover of
Alain Bashung’s sublime song
« Aucun Express ».
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www.himiko.eu
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